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In 1996, Congress passed and
President Clinton signed into law
the “Defense of Marriage Act”
(DOMA). It says that no state is
required to honor same sex marriages
performed in another state. It also
seeks to restrict how marriage may
be defined or interpreted under
federal law to “a legal union
between one man and one
woman as husband and wife."

Many states have passed
both a statute and a
constitutional amendment.
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1 Missouri's 1996 anti-marriage law was subsequently overturned by its state supreme court. }}>
2 Hawaii enacted a state constitutional amendment in 1998 stating that “the legislature shall have the power to reserve National Gay and Lesbian
marriage to opposite-sex couples.” In turn, also in 1998, the state legislature passed a law prohibiting same-sex couples from marrying. Task Force

3lowa’s 1998 anti-marriage law was overturned by an lowa trial court in August 2007. The decision is on appeal. www.thetaskforce org



